SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
The slow procession of modem factory workers
filed on into Lenin's tomb. They were to see the body
of a man who had led them and their fathers to power,
who had formed the Party dkectly out of the keenest
elements of the working masses themselves. The
Communist Party, the cream of the Russian workers,
themselves at last took power and used it. They used
it fiercely and logically for revenge, for consolidation
and for reconstruction.
Thus, in Russk, the Communist perspective must be
filled with the hardness of revenge, justified com-
pletely by the common feelings of man. It is felt that
the blood of peasants and workers who had slaved for a
thousand years was rightly atoned by the crushing of
the  dominant class,  utterly and completely.    The
personal innocence of many members of the nobility
and the bourgeoisie was unimportant.  Only by the
removal of the upper class as a whole could the 170
millions of the people be set free. All this, rightly or
wrongly, the people feel. In 1937 it is as true as in 1917
that, in the words of Lenin, "the people are to the left
of the Bolsheviks/* By the "leftness" of the people is
implied this  element of vengeance against every
vestige of the old authority and against the spirit of
such authority expressed in the movement of Fascism
in the world at large.   All the slogans, from the
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